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100 High School Debate Topics To
Engage Every Student
Learn how to argue with logic instead of emotion.

Jill Staake on November 9, 2022

Some teachers shy away from debate in the classroom, afraid it will

become too adversarial. But learning to discuss and defend various

points of view is an important life skill. Debates teach students to

research their topic, make informed choices, and argue effectively

using facts instead of emotion. You’ll find plenty of engaging high

school debate topics in this list for inspiration. Each topic includes a

link to an article from a reliable source that provides pros and/or cons

to help kids make their arguments.
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School and Education Debate Topics

1. Final exams should be abolished.

2. It’s better to be good at academics than to be good at sports.

3. Students should be required to wear school uniforms.

4. Private schools are better than public schools.

5. Year-round school is better for students.

6. Every student should have to participate in athletics.

7. All students should be required to volunteer in their community.

8. Junk food should be banned in school cafeterias.

9. Single-gender schools are better for students.

10. Math is the most important school subject.

11. Letter grades should be abolished.

12. Teachers should be replaced by computers.

13. People who get better grades in school will be more successful in life.

https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/education/getting-rid-of-high-school-final-exams-can-mean-more-students-in-the-best-courses/2015/09/20/b2898816-5d9a-11e5-8e9e-dce8a2a2a679_story.html
https://www.forbes.com/sites/marshallshepherd/2019/07/23/academics-sports-or-both-a-personal-reflection-from-an-atmospheric-scientist/?sh=1dfdb66d176c
https://www.forbes.com/sites/marshallshepherd/2019/07/23/academics-sports-or-both-a-personal-reflection-from-an-atmospheric-scientist/?sh=1dfdb66d176c
https://www.thoughtco.com/pros-cons-of-school-uniforms-6760
https://www.usnews.com/education/k12/articles/private-school-vs-public-school
https://www.scholastic.com/parents/school-success/school-involvement/pros-and-cons-year-round-schools.html
https://www.publicschoolreview.com/blog/the-pros-and-cons-of-mandatory-gym-class-in-public-schools
https://junior.scholastic.com/issues/2019-20/111119/should-you-have-to-do-community-service.html
https://debatewise.org/31023-junk-food-should-be-banned/
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2019/oct/26/co-ed-versus-single-sex-schools-its-about-more-than-academic-outcomes
https://www.economist.com/1843/2015/07/29/whats-the-most-important-school-subject
https://www.nea.org/advocating-for-change/new-from-nea/are-letter-grades-failing-our-students
https://study.com/blog/should-computers-replace-teachers-in-class.html
https://twentyonetoys.com/blogs/future-of-work/psychology-today-inverse-relationship-between-grades-innovation


14. Sometimes it’s OK to cheat on homework or a test.

15. Students who fail a test should be given the chance to take it again.

16. Students should be allowed to grade teachers.

17. Everyone should be able to bring their pets to school.

18. The school day should be shorter.

19. Schools should eliminate dress codes.

20. Everyone should be required to go to college.

21. College should be free for everyone who wants to attend.

22. Schools should be allowed to ban some books from their libraries.

23. Book smarts are better than street smarts.

24. Life skills like cooking and personal finance should be taught in school.

25. Religion has no place in schools.

Life and Ethics Debate Topics

26. Girls face more peer pressure than boys.

27. The voting age should be lowered to 16.

28. Humans should not eat animals.

29. Democracy is the best form of government.

30. All Americans should be required to vote.

31. Cigarette smoking and vaping should be banned entirely.

https://www.wired.com/2015/01/think-students-allowed-cheat/
https://www.edutopia.org/article/allowing-test-retakes-without-getting-gamed
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2012/10/why-kids-should-grade-teachers/309088/
https://account.miamiherald.com/paywall/subscriber-only?resume=41198466&intcid=ab_archive
https://www.waldenu.edu/online-doctoral-programs/doctor-of-education/resource/the-pros-and-cons-to-longer-school-days
https://www.publicschoolreview.com/blog/uniforms-the-pros-and-cons
https://www.uatrav.com/news/article_e33109c4-c423-11e3-8a82-001a4bcf6878.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/05/19/learning/free-college.html
https://www.mtsu.edu/first-amendment/article/986/book-banning
https://www.mtsu.edu/first-amendment/article/986/book-banning
https://thinking.umwblogs.org/2018/04/29/street-smarts-vs-book-smarts/
https://www.nassp.org/publication/principal-leadership/volume-18-2017-2018/principal-leadership-january-2018/rethinking-education-the-life-skills-solution/#:~:text=Learning%20life%20skills%20helps%20our,better%20equipped%20for%20college%20and
https://www.pewresearch.org/religion/2019/10/03/religion-in-the-public-schools-2019-update/
https://www.bbc.com/news/education-60785871
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/09/01/opinion/politics/kids-right-to-vote.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/21/opinion/coronavirus-meat-vegetarianism.html
https://www.carnegiecouncil.org/media/article/why-democracy-is-the-best-weve-got
https://www.latimes.com/politics/story/2022-04-12/universal-voting-fixing-politics-boosting-democracy
https://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2019/10/how-dangerous-vaping/599209/


32. Giving is better than receiving.

33. Parents should be punished for their children’s mistakes.

34. Animals should not be kept in zoos.

35. Happiness is more important than success.

36. The driving age should be raised to 18.

37. The drinking age should be lowered to 18.

38. Plastic bottles should be banned.

39. People should have to take a parenting class before having a child.

40. If you find money on the ground, it’s automatically yours to keep.

41. It is better to be kind than to be truthful.

42. Learning about history can stop us from repeating past mistakes.

https://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2019/10/how-dangerous-vaping/599209/
https://www.theguardian.com/science/2008/mar/21/medicalresearch.usa
https://www.npr.org/2014/12/16/371264533/should-parents-be-legally-responsible-for-childrens-serious-crimes
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/03/opinion/letters/zoos-animals.html
https://medium.com/change-your-mind/the-secret-to-success-is-happiness-ef1bb41a99b7
https://www.drive-safely.net/driving-age/
https://www.youthrights.org/issues/drinking-age/reasons-to-challenge-the-drinking-age/
https://sustainability.usc.edu/plastic-water-bottles/
https://education.seattlepi.com/would-mandatory-parenting-classes-schools-good-idea-1803.html
https://www.sfgate.com/business/article/Finders-keepers-The-murky-ethics-of-found-money-2791545.php
https://ethicalleadership.nd.edu/news/be-honest-or-be-kind-do-you-really-have-to-choose/
https://lancasteronline.com/opinion/columnists/knowing-history-can-keep-us-from-repeating-our-mistakes/article_0c6dc086-f0ea-11e9-a976-f72ef8926171.html#:~:text=According%20to%20Penelope%20J.,us%20build%20on%20our%20futures.
https://lancasteronline.com/opinion/columnists/knowing-history-can-keep-us-from-repeating-our-mistakes/article_0c6dc086-f0ea-11e9-a976-f72ef8926171.html#:~:text=According%20to%20Penelope%20J.,us%20build%20on%20our%20futures.


43. It’s important to spend money exploring space.

44. White-collar jobs are better than blue-collar jobs.

45. The death penalty should be abolished.

46. Drug addicts should receive help instead of punishment.

47. Euthanasia should be legal.

48. GMOs are more helpful than harmful.

49. Human cloning should be legal.

50. A progressive income tax is better than a flat tax.

51. Supreme Court judges should be appointed for fixed terms.

52. Vaccines should be mandatory.

53. We should ban the use of fossil fuels.

54. Marijuana should be legal everywhere.

55. All drugs should be legalized, regulated, and taxed, like alcohol.

56. Nuclear weapons should be banned worldwide.

57. Police force funding should be redirected to social services.

https://lancasteronline.com/opinion/columnists/knowing-history-can-keep-us-from-repeating-our-mistakes/article_0c6dc086-f0ea-11e9-a976-f72ef8926171.html#:~:text=According%20to%20Penelope%20J.,us%20build%20on%20our%20futures.
https://www.britannica.com/story/pro-and-con-space-colonization
https://www.indeed.com/career-advice/finding-a-job/difference-between-blue-and-white-collar-jobs
https://www.aclu.org/other/case-against-death-penalty
https://nida.nih.gov/about-nida/noras-blog/2021/05/addiction-should-be-treated-not-penalized
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3612319/
https://sitn.hms.harvard.edu/flash/2013/genetically-modified-organisms/
https://scholar.harvard.edu/files/sandel/files/ethical_implications_of_human_cloning.pdf
https://www.forbes.com/sites/kellyphillipserb/2015/08/07/our-current-tax-v-the-flat-tax-v-the-fair-tax-whats-the-difference/?sh=32305db95561
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/12/31/opinion/supreme-court-term-limits.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-59506339
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2021/mar/09/its-unavoidable-we-must-ban-fossil-fuels-to-save-our-planet-heres-how-we-do-it
https://www.britannica.com/story/pro-and-con-recreational-marijuana
https://www.recoveryanswers.org/resource/an-introduction-to-drug-policy-positions/
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/why-nuclear-ban-treaty-matters
https://www.britannica.com/story/pro-and-con-should-police-departments-be-defunded-if-not-abolished
https://www.britannica.com/story/pro-and-con-should-police-departments-be-defunded-if-not-abolished


58. Religion does more harm than good.

59. Testing on animals should be illegal.

60. We will never achieve world peace.

61. The United States should implement a universal basic income.

62. We should require people of all genders to register for the draft.

63. Healthcare should be universal.

64. Gun safety laws infringe on the Second Amendment.

65. Anyone over 12 should be tried as an adult in court.

Entertainment and Technology Debate Topics

66. Reality television depicts real life.

67. Schools should allow students to use phones in class.

68. Macs are better than PCs.

69. Androids are better than iPhones.

70. Social media is actually making us less social.

71. Social media does more harm than good.

72. Video games are better than board games.

https://www.britannica.com/story/pro-and-con-should-police-departments-be-defunded-if-not-abolished
https://www.salon.com/2014/11/17/6_reasons_why_religion_does_more_harm_than_good_partner/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2002542/
https://time.com/3935254/is-world-peace-possible/
https://college.unc.edu/2021/03/universal-basic-income/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/24/us/women-military-draft-selective-service.html
https://healthcare.procon.org/
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/politics/federal-judge-halts-key-parts-of-new-yorks-new-gun-law-labeling-them-unconstitutional
https://www.nolo.com/legal-encyclopedia/juveniles-youth-adult-criminal-court-32226.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/five-myths/five-myths-about-reality-television/2019/04/19/fdab858c-6125-11e9-9ff2-abc984dc9eec_story.html
https://www.publicschoolreview.com/blog/should-public-schools-ban-cell-phones
https://www.publicschoolreview.com/blog/should-public-schools-ban-cell-phones
https://www.rollingstone.com/product-recommendations/electronics/mac-vs-pc-which-is-better-1050576/
https://www.laptopmag.com/features/android-vs-iphone
https://www.cnbc.com/2015/10/15/social-media-making-millennials-less-social-study.html
https://www.publichealth.columbia.edu/public-health-now/news/just-how-harmful-social-media-our-experts-weigh
https://www.forbes.com/sites/erikkain/2012/04/19/are-board-games-better-than-video-games/?sh=6ff028a3348f


73. Video gaming is a sport.

74. Reading books is better than watching TV.

75. We should replace all paper documents with electronic versions.

76. The book is always better than the movie.

77. Parents should use their kids’ cell phones to track where they are.

78. Playing video games makes you smarter.

79. Scientists should try to develop a way for everyone to live forever.

80. Paper books are better than e-books.

81. Schools should have surveillance cameras in classrooms and hallways.

82. All museums and zoos should be free to everyone.

83. There is intelligent life on other planets.

84. People rely too much on technology these days.

85. Everyone should play on the same sports teams, regardless of gender.

86. Net neutrality should be mandatory for internet service providers.

87. Expanded use of artificial intelligence will be good for humanity.

88. Technology is creating more jobs than it eliminates.

89. The United States should provide free internet access for everyone.

90. Cryptocurrencies should replace cash.

https://scope.scholastic.com/pages/sandbox/120120/are-video-games-a-sport.html
https://www.chicagotribune.com/opinion/commentary/ct-perspec-reading-books-vs-watching-tv-0122-20190118-story.html
https://www.staples.com/sbd/cre/tech-services/explore-tips-and-advice/tech-articles/the-pros-and-cons-of-digital-vs-printed-documents.html
https://blogs.libraries.indiana.edu/mediabeat/2018/03/19/books-vs-movies-the-age-old-debate/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/10/learning/should-parents-track-their-children.html
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/playing-video-games-could-make-you-smarter/
https://www.newscientist.com/article/2179903-why-wouldnt-you-want-to-live-forever-new-scientist-editors-debate/
https://www.olympic.edu/student-life/ranger/ranger-news-articles/hard-decisions-are-paper-books-better-e-books
https://www.forbes.com/sites/mikemcshane/2022/02/14/please-dont-put-cameras-in-classrooms/?sh=c56e64249544
https://www.forbes.com/sites/mikemcshane/2022/02/14/please-dont-put-cameras-in-classrooms/?sh=c56e64249544
https://www.nytimes.com/2006/07/22/arts/design/22admi.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/science/intelligent-life-probably-exists-on-distant-planets--even-if-we-cant-make-contact-astrophysicist-says/2021/06/18/ee6a5316-cd2d-11eb-8cd2-4e95230cfac2_story.html
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6534180/
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/05/12/learning/should-girls-and-boys-sports-teams-compete-in-the-same-league.html
https://www.ncsl.org/research/telecommunications-and-information-technology/the-debate-over-net-neutrality.aspx
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7605294/
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2015/aug/17/technology-created-more-jobs-than-destroyed-140-years-data-census
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2019/11/191111084929.htm
https://www.pcmag.com/news/can-cryptocurrency-replace-the-us-dollar


92. Summer is better than winter.

93. Pepperoni is the best pizza topping.

94. Clowns are more scary than funny.

95. Modern music is better than classical music.

96. It would be better to be able to fly than to be able to turn invisible.

97. Pluto should still be considered a planet.

98. We should allow people to go barefoot anywhere if they want to.

99. Fiction is better than non-fiction.

91. Dogs are better pets than cats.

Fun and Funny Debate Topics

100. People shouldn’t have to go to school or work on their birthdays.

https://www.businessinsider.com/11-reasons-dogs-are-better-than-cats-2014-4
https://www.businessinsider.com/11-reasons-dogs-are-better-than-cats-2014-4
https://www.livingly.com/Reasons+Summer+Is+Better+For+You+Than+Winter
https://www.southernliving.com/food/dish/pizza/most-popular-pizza-toppings
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/arts-culture/the-history-and-psychology-of-clowns-being-scary-20394516/?no-ist
https://medium.com/film-music/classical-music-is-redemption-pop-brings-instant-salvation-the-senseless-debate-in-music-3a9320f62e97
https://medium.com/the-pop-culturist/flight-or-invisibility-which-superpower-would-you-choose-c9b3986079f5
https://www.nbcnews.com/science/space/pluto-planet-debate-rages-rcna8848
https://www.healthline.com/health/walking-barefoot
https://medium.com/aryas-books/fiction-vs-non-fiction-a-handful-guide-for-better-reading-7ea841549f1f
https://medium.com/aryas-books/fiction-vs-non-fiction-a-handful-guide-for-better-reading-7ea841549f1f
https://amynewnostalgia.com/kids-stay-home-school-birthday/

